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On the morning of Sunday, October 15th, Dr. Brian Nase and I were birding 

along the edge of Pine Run Reservoir. We were loking at Savannah Sparrows, when 
a small sparrow suddenly appeared in the brush along the dry edge of the lake. We 
had only a few seconds to observe the bird before it flew off. I saw only the head, 
with a very bright ochre supercilium and moustachial stripe. While moving to get a 
better look at the bird, it flushed with two other birds. All had dark-looking backs, 
which later I felt ruled out Le Conte's sparrow. Dr. Nase, a novice birder, asked 
me, "What was that?" I said, "That was a good bird." He replied without my asking 
that all he had seen was a very orange head. I felt at the time it was either a Le 
Conte's or a Sharp-tail sparrow because of the head color. Due to the dark looking 
back of the bird when it flushed, I decided it must be one of the sharp-tail sparrows. 
Dr. Nase had been paged, and we were on the way home. We made a short attempt 
to relocate the bird without success. 

I notified several local birders soon thereafter. Unfortunately, no one was able 
to relocate the bird. Clouds moved in Sunday afternoon, with rain off and on till 
Wednesday, when Devich Farbotnik was able to locate the bird and videotape the 
sparrow. After looking at the videos, I feel they confirm that the bird belongs to the 
Nelson's race of sharp-tail sparrow. 
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Record No.: 830a-02-2000 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Tabulation Form - Round One 

Species: Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow (Ammodramus nelsonii) 

Date of Sighting: 15 October 2000 to 15 October 2000 
Location: PINE RUN RESERVOIR 
County: BUCKS 
Observer(s): Devich Farbotnik, Kenneth Rieker 

Date of Submission: 2000 
Submitted by: Devich Farbotnik, Kenneth Rieker 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: Video 
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